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DETAILED ACTION^ 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. As the elongate slot with a number of enlarged holes at 
discrete locations along the slot, it is ascertain that slots can't have holes because slots 
themselves are holes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this countoy, more than one year prior to ttie date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -4,6-1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Clarke et al. (3426659). 

Clarke et al. discloses a cover for extending over a trench (figure 1 number 12), 
the cover member comprising a pair of ground engaging portions (figure 1 number 
34,33 and 11) bridged by a central trench covering portion (figure 1 number 14), and a 
trench element depending from the cover member to confine the cover member with 
respect to a trench (figure 1 number 26), the trench element being movable relative to 
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the cover member to facilitate adjustment to a desired width of the trench (figure 1 
number 26). Clarke et al. discloses at least two trench elements (figure 1 number 26 
and 21 ). Clarke et al. discloses that the two elements are movable relative to the cover 
member to facilitate adjustment to a desired width of trench (figure 1 number 26 and 21 ). 
Clarke et al. discloses that the cover comprise locking means to releasably lock a trench 
element in a desired position relative to the cover member (figure 1 number 29 and 24). 
Clarke et al. discloses that the element is movable between a number of discrete 
locations (figure 1 number 27 and 22). Clarke et al. discloses wherein the trench 
element comprises a number of openings to receive a con-esponding protrusion on the 
other of the trench element corresponding to a discrete location (figure 1 number 24 and 
22). Clarke et al. discloses that the protrusion provided on the underside of the cover 
member (figure 1 number 24) and the openings are provided in the trench element 
(figure 1 number 22). Clarke et al. discloses that the trench element has an elongate 
slot (figure 1 number 20 is a hollow tube which consist of an elongated slot) with a 
number of enlarged holes at discrete locations along the slot (figure 1 number 22). 
Clarke et al. discloses that the protrusion substantially fills a discrete hole in the trench 
element (figure 1 number 24). Clarke et al. discloses that the protrusion comprises an 
elongate extension for engagement in the slot in the trench element (figure 1 number 
24). Clarke et al. discloses a guide on the underside of the cover (figure 2 number 14). 
Clarke et al. discloses that the guide is defined by a pair of ribs depending from the 
underside of the cover, the ribs being spaced apart to received a portion of the trench 
element therebetween (figure 2 number 14 and 31 ). Clarke et al. discloses that the 
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trench element comprises a handle portion to facilitate gripping of the trench element 

during adjustment (figure 1 number 19). Clarke et al. discloses that the trench elements 

are oppositely directed (figure 1 number 21 and 26). Clarke et al. discloses that the 

cover comprises interiink means comprising a first interiink means at one side of the 

cover member (figure 4 number 32, left side) and a complementary second interiink 

means at an opposite transverse side of the cover member (figure 4 number 32 right 

side), one of the first or second interlink means being engagable underneath the other 

of the first and second interiink means of a like cover on assembly (figure 3 number 13). 

Clarke et al. discloses that the cover is relatively movable with respect to an adjacent 

cover to follow the contour of a trench (col. 2 line 15-16). Clarke et al. discloses a cover 

assembly for a trench, the assembly comprising a plurality of covers (col. 2 lines 15-16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clari<e et 
al. in view of Pellegrino et al. (6422784). 

Clarice et al. discloses the trench cover described above. Clarke et al. fail to 
disclose locking means that comprises a fixing pin extendable through an opening in the 
trench element and an aligned opening in the cover member. Pellegrino et al. teaches 
locking means that comprises a fixing pin extendable through an opening in the trench 
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element and an aligned opening in the cover member (figure 3 number 26,30.12) for the 
purpose of providing fastening means of the element and the cover member to the road 
(col. 4 line 36). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time applicant's invention was made to provide Clarke et al. with locking means that 
comprises a fixing pin extendable through an opening in the trench element and an 
aligned opening in the cover member in order to provide fastening means of the 
element and the cover member to the road (col. 4 line 36) as taught by Pellegrino et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jane J Rhee whose telephone number is 571-272-1499. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Nasser Ahmad can be reached on 571-272-1487. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 
for regular communications and none for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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